NOTE – ADDITIONAL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WILL BE ADDED AS AVAILABLE – PLEASE CHECK BACK OFTEN FOR UPDATES.  IF YOU NEED SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON A COURSE THAT IS NOT YET LISTED PLEASE CONTACT OUR SECTION AT hazmat@washingtofirechiefs.org.  

2011 Course Descriptions
Pre-registration and is required for the following courses.  If not already registered please contact a committee member to see if room is still available.  
Hands on Courses
NOTE – Course begins on Monday and runs through Thursday
Rope Rescue - Technician (Entry Level).  Rescue City-www.rescuecity.org Lead Instructors-Matt Gilbert & Shane Smith.  This "ENTRY LEVEL" course will meet or exceed NFPA Standard 1670, Rope Rescue Technician Level. Students will be taught techniques necessary to participate and mitigate various types of rope rescue incidents in the "High Angle" environment. Students should be prepared for operating in any given weather conditions. This course is predominantly "hands-on" and conducted outside. Students are encouraged to bring their own PPE which may include; NFPA Class III harness, helmet, & gloves. For questions regarding course content please contact info@rescuecity.org
Pre-Registration Lecture Course
If not already registered, please contact a committee member to see if room is still available.  

HazMat IQ – Aguirre, Gorman.  HazMatIQ is a revolutionary training system formulated from more than 50 years of Hazardous Materials (HazMat) response experience.  Traditional HazMat response is founded in the principles of industrial hygiene, organic and inorganic chemistry.  While these foundations are valuable in the right setting, HazMatIQ has revolutionized first responder training by turning the focus away from mastering textbooks and onto the critical knowledge needed to make a simple decision: Can I make entry to effect a rescue?  In order to do this, a first responder needs to understand and be able to effectively measure the environmental hazards and the required personal protection equipment for entry into those environments. HazMatIQ training streamlines the size-up process and enables responders to maximize their response efficiency and effectiveness by employing critical thinking skills.  The HazMatIQ 4 Step System is a response tool that incorporates a series of easy to understand job aids called Smart Charts. These charts enable responders to quickly assess risk and make a proper decision on how best to respond to a hazmat incident. This system coaches responders through a process that virtually eliminates information overload.  HazMatIQ system also incorporates training on how to safely and efficiently respond to unknown chemicals, mixtures or chemical reaction when there is no information on chemical and physical properties available.

Hazmat Research Officer – Wernet.  4 hour course.  The HazMat Research Officer is a key role in any hazmat incident, because all actions at the scene, whether defensive or offensive, must be guided by a thorough understanding of the particular hazardous materials involved. The Research Officer provides a thorough evaluation of products, chemical/physical/toxicological behavior, containers and scene conditions as they affect decisions about selection of PPE, monitoring instruments, decon and mitigation equipment. The Research Officer must be well versed and resourceful in gathering information from a variety of sources and must be able to communicate recommendations to the Incident Commander to formulate strategy and tactics. This course will present a simple step by step approach to on-scene research and provide a refresher on essential research skills for any hazmat technician who serves as a HazMat Research Officer. 

Hazmat Safety Officer – Wernet.  16 hour course.  The Safety Officer at hazmat incidents ensures that recognized safe practices are followed by the hazmat branch, provides technical advice or assistance regarding safety issues and advises the incident commander of actions needed to correct the hazards. Because this role is a required position when responding to a defined hazmat incident and is essential to every phase of the response, the Safety Officer at hazmat incidents should be assigned to a trained, experienced and educated hazmat technician who is more than just a "Jack of all trades." In order to recognize or anticipate unsafe behaviors and conditions, the Safety Officer must be an expert in safe behaviors and safe conditions. The Safety Officer course presents an overview of on-scene hazards, protective actions, intervention and post-incident activities. The participant will have opportunities to evaluate real cases, review incident action plans and practice briefing and critiquing in a scenario environment. This two-day course will provide the participant with the education needed to successfully perform at a hazardous materials incident as a HazMat Safety Officer.

2011 Course Descriptions
These sessions are open seating (no pre-registration); please arrive early to ensure a good seat.  
Keynote Address
Thomas J. Wells, National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center.  In a collaborative effort with the U.S. Department of Transportation's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) is leading the development of the National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center that will collect and analyze hazardous materials incident data using a secure, web-based portal. The portal will serve as a data and information network for hazmat teams; first responders; federal, state, and local agencies; and the private sector. This gateway will be for the collection, analysis, and dissemination of information about hazmat response and hazmat topics enhancing first responder tactics, operations, policy and training. The Hazmat Fusion Center will become the one-stop shop for hazardous materials response information. This will allow responders to network with one another using bulletin boards and forums. In addition, incident data will be captured through the Incident Reporting System, allowing for the Fusion Center to analyze trends and provide timely information to the hazmat community to ensure safe responses and improved decision making. 

 
General Sessions

Highway Cargo Tank Emergencies ‐ Highway cargo tank incidents are one of the most frequently encountered types of hazardous materials emergencies. Bill Hand will draw on his long career as a member of the Houston Fire Department Hazardous Materials Response Team to provide actual case histories of highway cargo tank incidents for the students to assess and make tactical decisions.  This will be an interactive workshop and students will have ample opportunity to make emergency response decisions.
Law Enforcement Guide to Arabic Culture and Islam— Kamkar.  This course was specifically designed for law enforcement officers and firefighters (but open to all). The course provides insight to the Arabic and Middle Eastern mindset, social structure, culture and Islam with practical applications for law enforcement officers, detectives and fire personnel. The course explores Arabic names, privacy issues, honor, shame and common customs.  The course also briefly examines radical Islam, the culture of Jihad, Jihadist movement in the West, and the mindset of suicide bombers.  

Radiation Emergencies for Responders – Clawson.  2 hours  Responding to an emergency at an industrial complex where radioactive materials are present or to a transportation accident with radioactive materials involved can be a frightening experience for responders who are unfamiliar with the possible hazards involved. This session will begin with basic information on radiation, the types of radiological materials you might encounter in an industrial setting, then continues with what materials are being transported; the hazards they pose; and signs that alert you to the presence of radioactive materials. The session will also include discussions and hands-on demonstrations on how to package, treat, and transport patients that are radiologically contaminated or have been irradiated.

