NOTE – ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTOR BIOS WILL BE ADDED AS AVAILABLE – PLEASE CHECK BACK OFTEN FOR UPDATES.  

IF YOU NEED SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON AN INSTRUCTOR THAT IS NOT YET LISTED PLEASE CONTACT OUR SECTION AT hazmat@washingtofirechiefs.org.  

Instructor Bios 2011
Cris Aguirre – HazMat IQ.  Cris is co-owner and co-developer of HazMatIQ LLC, a revolutionary patented training program that delivers easy to understand and impossible to forget Hazardous Materials/WMD training to emergency responders. Before the HazMatIQ revolution, Cris devoted 35 years to emergency response for the Miami Dade Fire and Rescue; an all-hazards response fire and rescue department.  Throughout those 35 years, Cris worked as a Firefighter, before being promoted to Lieutenant of this all-hazards response team. During his career, the training of fire and rescue personnel in the field of Hazardous Materials became his passion. Since, he has become a nationally respected Hazardous Materials instructor.  Cris served on Florida Task Force 1, a FEMA Urban Search and Rescue Team, as a Hazardous Materials Specialist. As a HazMat specialist, he responded national and internationally to disasters. His ability to speak fluent Spanish has assisted in communications with non-English speaking victims of these disasters. He has trained personnel in many Spanish-speaking Central and South American nations. Cris is a member of the United Nations World Health Organization Chemical Safety Program to Developing Nations and is also a member of the Latin American Hazardous Materials Instructors. He worked with the National Technology Transfer Committee, a committee set up to assess and bring new technologies to emergency responders. His work with this committee led to the development of Smart-Strip Chemical ID badge.

Michael Callan, Electronic Size Up.  President of Callan and Company, Michael Callan is a thirty five year veteran of the Fire Service and a former Captain with the Wallingford, Connecticut Fire Department.  He is the author of the new book Responding to Utility Emergencies and  Street Smart Haz Mat Response by Red Hat Publications. In 1989 at the Fire Department Instructors Conference (FDIC) in Cincinnati he was selected as the International Society of Fire Instructors' - George D. Post Instructor of the Year. He also holds the prestigious California Hazardous Materials Instructor of the Year. He is co-author of Hazardous Materials Exposures - Emergency Response and Patient Care published by Brady and Prentice Hall. Mr. Callan is the developer of the popular Pipeline Emergencies and Propane Emergencies Training Facilitator’s Guide and PowerPoint programs used extensively by the US Fire Service. He has developed the Propane Emergencies and Pipeline Emergencies Training Programs.  He can be contacted by phone at 860-349-0152 or email at mcallan@att.net.  
Joe Gorman – HazMat IQ.  Joe is co-owner and co-developer of HazMatIQ LLC, revolutionary patented training program that delivers easy to understand and impossible to forget Hazardous Materials/WMD training to emergency responders. Before the HazMatIQ revolution, Joe devoted 25 years to emergency response working as a Firefighter/Hazardous Materials Technician for Fairfax County Fire and Rescue. During his career, Joe extensively studied the field of Hazardous Materials/ WMD response, and is a nationally recognized subject matter expert in the field of Hazardous Materials response.   Joe has served as a Hazardous Materials Specialist on Virginia Task Force 1, a FEMA Urban Search and Rescue team; an internationally renowned team that has responded on emergencies from earthquakes in Iran to the September 11, 2001 terrorist event at the Pentagon. As a Master Instructor for the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF), Joe has trained responders throughout the nation in the field of Hazardous Materials and WMD. He has also worked with the IAFF on developing numerous courses. In addition, Joe served the National Fire Protection Association 472 on Emergency Response to Hazardous Materials/WMD Response. This committee consists of leaders in the field of hazardous materials from the response community, industry, and manufacturing and is tasked with making recommendations on how to best respond to emergencies involving Hazardous Materials or Weapons of Mass Destruction.

Bill Hand, Highway Cargo Tank Emergencies.  Bill Hand retired after 26 years as a Haz-Mat Technician with the Houston Fire Department Hazardous Materials Response Team. He holds a BS degree in Industrial Technology and an MBA from Sam Houston State University.  Bill has served as a Haz-Mat instructor at Texas A&M and Lamar Universities and presents emergency response programs to private and public sector haz-mat responders around the nation. He is a former WMD Specialist with Texas Task Force One US&R Team. He was a member of the Houston Fire Department for 31 years and a charter member of the Haz-Mat Team since 1979. He responded to over 6500 hazardous materials incidents involving hundreds of different chemicals in the Houston area. During his spare time, he is an avid saltwater fisherman on the Gulf Coast and holds a U.S. Coast Guard Master’s License.
Sam Kamkar, Law Enforcement Guide to Arabic Culture and Islam.  Sergeant Sam Kamkar has been employed by the Eugene Oregon Police Department (EPD) since 1997.  He is currently assigned to the Patrol Division, working in the capacity of a Lieutenant.  He is also a member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Regional Terrorism Working Group in Oregon. Sergeant Kamkar has worked in many capacities with the EPD, including lead investigator for the major collision team, campus officer, school resource officer, background investigator, field training officer, court liaison officer, mentor, and academy instructor.  Prior to joining EPD, Sergeant Kamkar worked for the Oregon State Police as a state trooper for three years.  He began his law enforcement career in 1991 with the Portland Police Bureau as a cadet and also served as a reserve police officer.  Sergeant Kamkar is the only Middle-Eastern police officer in the state of Oregon and the only officer to speak Farsi. Sergeant Kamkar’s knowledge of Middle-Eastern culture, Islam and his language ability have helped the FBI and other federal agencies with several investigations—one of which led to the arrest and conviction of a man who was illegally exporting questionable chemicals from the United States to a country in the Middle East.  Sergeant Kamkar has a bachelor of science degree in management from Northwest Christian University in Oregon. Sergeant Kamkar may be contacted by telephone at (541) 913-5101, via e-mail at samkamkar232@gmail.com or http://www.linkedin.com/in/samkamkar.

Rescue City – Technician Level Rope Rescue.  www.rescuecity.org Lead Instructors:  
· Shane Smith.  Shane began his career in 1991 as a professional firefighter in Southern CA and a member of his departments USAR Team.  Shane moved to Southern Idaho were he worked as a Paramedic and Team Leader of his department's Special Operations Team.  Shane and his family later moved to Western Washington where Shane is currently a firefighter with South King Fire & Rescue.  Shane is an active member of the SKFR Technical Rescue Team, as well as, a member of the Washington State FEMA USAR Task Force.  His interest & experience in team development along with his years of practical experience, make him a huge asset to our team.  

· Matt Gilbert.  Matt is a firefighter with the City of Tukwila, WA Fire Department, as well as, a member of Tukwila's Special Operations Team.  Matt has been an avid rock climber since 1991, is former member of Seattle Mountain Rescue Team, and a current member of the Washington State FEMA USAR Task Force.  For nearly 10 years, Matt was employed by Seattle Manufacturing Corporation (manufacturers of quality rescue and climbing equipment) involved in new product design, quality control and engineering.  Matt left his position as an Engineering Manager with SMC when he became a firefighter.  He has been a presenter at International Technical Rescue Symposiums across the country.  Matt’s unique background in various levels of special operations brings an incredible amount of technical knowledge to our team. 

Cynthia Wernet – HazMat Research Officer, HazMat Safety Officer.  Professional engineer and instructor, Captain Cindy Wernet has taught extensively on hazmat topics. As the Hazmat Specialist for Boeing Security & Fire Protection, she manages curriculum for the enterprise, manages the company’s chemical facility security program and coordinates a regional team of over two hundred hazmat technicians in the Puget Sound. Cindy also instructs for local fire and law enforcement agencies and at conferences. Cindy has over 20 years experience in industrial chemical operations, including research, hazmat response, facility design, and risk management. Cindy is a native of the Northwest and holds a Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering, an MBA in Engineering Technology Management, a degree in Fire Command & Administration and was named the 2006 Puget Sound Engineering Council Industry Engineer of the Year. 
