Information about the Proposed Legislation to Change the Definition of “Fire Fighter” in RCW 41.24
Brief Description:  

This proposed legislation would expand the definition of “fire fighter” in RCW 41.24 to include incident response personnel that do not perform suppression duties, but do respond to emergency scenes.

Background:
The Board for Volunteer Firefighters and Reserve Officers (BVFF) provides relief and pension benefits for members of regularly organized volunteer fire departments and law enforcement agencies.  Members who serve and make monthly retirement contributions for a period of at least 10 years are eligible to receive a pension benefit at age 60.

Relief benefits include payment of medical expenses and disability pensions for members injured in the performance of duty and payment of burial expenses and survivor benefits for members killed in the performance of duty.  

Employers are required to participate in the death, disability, and medical benefit plans offered by the BVFF, but participation in the pension component is optional.  About 14,000 members are covered by the death, disability, and medical benefits, and 12,000 members are covered by the pension benefits.  Revenues to the fund come from a 40 percent share of the premium tax paid on fire insurance policies issued within the state; contributions from volunteer fire fighters, emergency workers, and reserve officers; contributions from participating municipal corporations and emergency service district; and returns on the investment of moneys in the Fund.

Summary of Bill:  

This bill would expand the definition of “fire fighter” to allow all members of fire departments that respond to emergency calls, have assigned tasks at emergency scenes, and participate in emergency training, to be covered for relief and pension benefits offered by the BVFF.  Examples of the additional members that would be covered are Public Information Officers and Chaplains.  It would also clarify that members of regional fire authorities are eligible for participation.
Appropriation:

None

Fiscal Impact:
The Actuary’s Office preliminarily determined that the passage of this bill would increase the future pension liabilities by approximately $0.0 to $1.6 million dollars.  In addition, the normal cost would change from $133 per person to approximately $129 to $134 per person.  The Actuary was unable to price the effect of this bill on the relief benefits.

After surveying departments, it was determined that the passage of this bill would add approximately 1,800 additional members to the BVFF system, which would increase administrative costs slightly.

It is important to note that the pricing prepared by the Actuary’s Office is preliminary and a formal fiscal note would need to be prepared based on actual bill language as proposed by a legislator.  Based on the final bill language, the costs could change.

Stakeholder Input:
The Washington State Firefighters Association, the Washington Fire Commissioners Association, and the Washington Fire Chiefs all worked cooperatively, with input from the Washington State Board for Volunteer Firefighters to draft the proposed legislation.
Contact Information:
Any technical questions regarding the BVFF can be directed to:


Brigette K. Smith, Executive Secretary


Board for Volunteer Firefighters and Reserve Officers


Phone:  360-753-7318


Email:  brigettes@bvff.wa.gov
Any questions regarding the bill can be directed to:


_______________________________


_______________________________


_______________________________
