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The 2012 Legislature convened on Monday, January 9th.  As expected, the major focus this year will be on solving the state’s $1.5 billion general fund budget shortfall.  Other significant issues will also be addressed, from potential legalization of gay marriage, to a transportation revenue package.  In addition to new measures, all bills introduced last year that were not passed remain alive.  Below is a list of bills of potential interest that have been introduced thus far, including whether the bill is currently scheduled for action.
No official cut-off dates have yet been adopted by the legislature; however, most legislators are working under the assumption that February 3 will be the cutoff to pass policy bills from their committees of origin, and that February 7 will be the cutoff for fiscal bills to pass from their committees of origin.  

Date:  January 27, 2012
New bills and updates to bill status are highlighted.
Bills of Interest
· SB 5381 – Making renewal EMS levies a simple majority vote.

*Received a public hearing in Senate Government Operations Committee on Monday, January 16 at 10:00 am.  Passed to Senate Rules on Jan 25.
Position - Support
· HB 2474 – Making renewal EMS levies a simple majority vote.
*Received a public hearing in House Ways & Means Committee on Tuesday, January 24, at 3:30 pm.
Position - Support
· HB 2213 – Redefining “improved property” for purposes of no-man’s land firefighting efforts.

*Received a public hearing in House Local Government Committee on Tuesday, January 17 at 10:00 am. Unanimously passed to Rules on Jan. 20.  Placed on 2nd Reading on Jan. 26.
Position - Support
· HB 2747 & SB 6244 – Fire service training account.  Allows money from the fire service training account to be used for the maintenance, operation, and capital projects of the state fire training academy.  There is no limitation currently in the bill but amendments are being worked on.
*Received a public hearing in Senate Ways & Means Committee on Wed., January 25, at 3:30 pm.
*HB 2747 is a companion that was introduced this week.
Position - Support
· HB 2625 & SB 6363 – Addressing the mobilization of all risk resources during an emergency.

*SB 6363 is scheduled for public hearing on Monday, Jan. 30 in the Senate Government Operations Committee.
*HB 2625 is scheduled for public hearing in the House Public Safety Committee on Feb. 8.


Position – Support
· HB 2350 – LEOFF 1 & 2 merger.  Merges plan 1 and plan 2 of the law enforcement officers' and firefighters' retirement system.

*No hearing yet scheduled.

Position - Monitor
· HB 2440 & SB 6144 – Wildlife protection by DNR.  Authorizes the department of natural resources to provide fire detection, prevention, presuppression, or suppression services on certain nonforested public lands.

*HB 2440 received a public hearing in House Agriculture Committee on Tuesday, January 17 at 10:00 am.  Passed to Rules and placed on 2nd Reading.
*SB 6144 received a public hearing in Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee on Tuesday, Jan. 24th at 1:30 pm.  
Position - Support

· HB 2565 & SB 6305 – Providing for the operation of roll your own cigarette machines at retail establishments and will require use of Self extinguishing paper
*HB 2565 is scheduled for public hearing in House Business & Financial Services Committee on Tuesday, January 24, at 1:30 pm.
*SB 6305 received a public hearing in Senate Labor & Commerce on Monday, Jan 23, at 10:00 am.  WFC testified in support.
Position - Support
· HB 2579 – Concerning fire protection firms. Establishes a regulatory structure for licensing fire protection firms. Establishes a regulatory structure and a certificate requirement for a number of fire protection professions.
*Received a public hearing Monday, January 23rd, in House Business & Financial Services Committee at 6:00 pm.

Position - Monitor
· HB 2591 & SB 6469 – Regulating fire hydrant services provided by local governments.  Clarifies that maintaining fire hydrants is the responsibility of the city, town, or water district, not the fire district.

*HB 2591 received a public hearing in House Local Government on Jan 25.  WFC signed in supporting the measure.
Position - Support
· HB 2602 – Establishing a joint select committee on junior taxing districts.

*Received a public hearing on Jan. 25 and was passed out of committee on Jan. 26.  This bill is being supported by the Association of Counties.
Position – Monitor with concerns
· HB 2609 – Exempting certain vehicles from meeting motor vehicle emissions standards.  Includes “fire districts” as an entity whose vehicles are exempt.

*No hearing is yet scheduled.

Position - Support
· HB 2615 & SB 6470 – Authorizing benefit charges for the enhancement of fire protection services.  Allows cities or towns that are annexing fire services to run a benefit charge, which is currently limited to fire districts and fire authorities.

*HB 2615 received a public hearing in House Local Government on Jan 25.  Executive action is scheduled for Jan. 31.
Position - Support

· HB 2266 – Concerning children’s safe products – TRIS prohibition.

*Received a public hearing in House Environment Committee on Tuesday, January 17 at 1:30 pm.

Position - Support
· SB 6120 – Concerning children’s safe products – TRIS prohibition.

*Received a public hearing in Senate Environment Committee on Tuesday, January 17 at 10:00 am.  Received a hearing in Senate Ways & Means on January 26.
Position - Support
· HB 2406 & SB 6109– Closed executive session meetings.  Exempts from disclosure under the public records act, video and audio recordings of any portion of an executive session from which the public is excluded.

*SB 6109 is scheduled for public hearing on Jan. 31 at 1:30 in the Senate Government Operations Committee.
Position - Monitor
· HB 2441 – Revises the definition of “excess compensation” to limit the impact of excess compensation on state retirement system contribution rates.

*Scheduled for public hearing in House Ways & Means on Feb 1 at 1:30 pm.
Position - Monitor
· HJR 4224 – Initiative filings.  Adds a requirement to the state Constitution that initiatives not be certified if they will result in an expected increase to the costs or expenditures of the state or local government in excess of five million dollars, unless the initiative also specifies a method to offset the cost increase with a new tax or fee.
*Scheduled for public hearing in House State Government Committee on Monday, Jan 23rd at 1:30 pm.
Position - Monitor
· HB 2340 & SB 6146 – Public records act.  Strengthens and clarifies existing restrictions on the use of public records requests for commercial and profitmaking purposes.
*HB 2340 received a public hearing in House State Government Committee on Monday, January 23 at 1:30 pm.

*SB 6146 is scheduled for public hearing in Senate Government Operations Committee on Tuesday, January 24 at 1:30 pm.

Position – Monitor
· SB 6179 – Military & safety equipment.  Outlaws the manufacture, sale, disposal, or possession of a switchblade knife, except by a law enforcement officer, firefighter or rescue member, Washington state patrol officer, or active military member while on official duty.

*Received a public hearing in Senate Judiciary on Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 1:30 pm.


Position - Monitor
· SB 6186 – Emergency medical services.  Addresses limitations on the taxing authority of counties for emergency medical services.

*Received a public hearing on Thursday, Jan. 26, at 10:00 am in
Senate Government Operations Committee.  Scheduled for executive 

action on Feb. 2.
Position - Monitor
· HB 2280 – Motor vehicle yellow dot program.  Requires the director of the department of licensing to implement a voluntary yellow dot program to assist owners and lessees of motor vehicles and their passengers, emergency medical responders, and law enforcement personnel in the event of a motor vehicle accident, a medical emergency, or any other interaction involving emergency medical responders or law enforcement personnel.

*Received a public hearing in House Transportation Committee on Monday, January 16th, at 3:30 pm.  Scheduled for executive action on Jan 31 at 3:30 pm.
Position - Monitor with concern of reliability
· HB 2178 & SB 6024 – Revising the definition of "political subdivision" to include a water-sewer district for purposes of the intrastate mutual aid system.

*These bills will not be pursued this legislative session, according to the water-sewer district folks.  


Position - Monitor
· HB 2628 – Requiring drug testing of all employees of a law enforcement agency or fire department.
*Removed from public hearing in the House Committee on Labor & Workforce Development at 8:00 am on Friday, Jan. 27.
Position – Monitor
· HB 2636 – Authorizing the use of digital outdoor advertising signs to expand the state's emergency messaging capabilities.
*No hearing yet scheduled.

Position – Monitor

· SB 6115 – Concerning the health care workforce.  Requires the workforce training and education coordinating board to convene a health care personnel shortage task force.  Authorizes a fire department to develop a community assistance referral and education services program to provide community outreach and assistance to residents of its district in order to advance injury and illness prevention within their communities.
*Received a public hearing in Senate Health & Long Term Care Committee on Jan. 18.  Executive action taken on Jan 25.


Position – Monitor
· SB 6430 – Aerial search and rescue.  Transfers powers, duties, and functions of the aviation division of the department of transportation pertaining to aerial search and rescue activities to the state military department.
*Scheduled for public hearing on Jan 30 in Senate Government Operations Committee at 10:00 am.
Position – Monitor

· SB 6448 – Voter pamphlets.  Removes the fiscal impact statement requirement in the voters' pamphlet.
*Scheduled for public hearing in Senate Government Operations on Jan 31 at 10:00 am.
Position – Monitor
· HB 2728 & SB 6521 – Local government revenue. Increasing flexibility and diversity of local government revenue.  Modifies the authority for counties and cities imposing sales and use taxes. Allows transportation benefit districts to increase certain vehicle fees. Authorizes counties to impose an excise tax on the privilege of engaging in business as a utility. Allows local governments to collect certain fees to cover the cost of proportionate staffing, administrative, and facility costs associated with the processing of applications. Provides options for making payments of any kind to cities and code cities. Revises the definition of "limit factor," for purposes of chapter 84.55 RCW (limitations upon regular property taxes), to include, for taxing districts other than the state, the greater of one hundred one percent or one hundred percent plus inflation.
*HB 2728 is scheduled for public hearing Feb. 1 in House Ways & Means at 1:30 pm.
Position – Monitor
· HB 2677 & SB 6351 – Records copying & inspection.  Modifies provisions relating to inspection and copying of public records by persons serving criminal sentences. Authorizes agencies, under certain conditions, to adopt a policy limiting the number of hours that are devoted to responding to public records requests.

*SB 6351 is scheduled for public hearing in Senate Government Operations on Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 1:30 pm.
Position – Support
Holdover Bills from 2011
· HB 1559 – Design professionals.  Limits indemnification and duty to defend of architects and design professionals when contracting with public agencies.

*Received a public hearing in House Judiciary on Monday, January 9.  Pass from Committee on Thursday, January 19.  Amendments were made in an attempt to alleviate some concerns of public agencies.
*Scheduled for public hearing in House Ways & Means on Feb. 1 at 1:30 pm.
Position - Oppose

· HB 2141 – EMS fees.  Directs the Secretary of Health to establish credentialing fees for first responders, emergency medical technicians, intermediate life support technicians, paramedics, ambulance services, and aid services.

*This bill was retained and reintroduced for the 2012 session, but no action has yet taken place.

Position – Oppose
· HB 1066 – Black powder.  Increases the amount of black powder that can be transported in a private vehicle and stored in a private residence
*This bill was retained and reintroduced for the 2012 session, but no action has yet taken place.

Position – Oppose
· HB 1723 – Addressing volunteer firefighting.  Revises the definition of "firefighter" for purposes of volunteer firefighters' and reserve officers' relief and pensions.
*Retained and reintroduced from 2011.  No hearing yet scheduled.

Position – Support
· HB 1702 & SB 5607 – Addressing the payment of impact fees.  Establishes a process for the payment of impact fees through provisions stipulated in recorded covenants. Expires July 1, 2016.
*Retained and reintroduced from 2011.  HB 1702 was placed on 2nd Reading on Jan. 20 by House Rules Committee.

Position – Oppose
· SB 5365 – Retirement pension coverage.  Authorizes certain volunteer firefighters and reserve officers to purchase retirement pension coverage.
*Retained and reintroduced from 2011. Moved to Rules White Sheet on January 25.
Position – Support
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