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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
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The Problem 

• Annual drownings at the two public parks 

on Lake Tapps 

• Lack of PFD use 

• Unaware of cold water affects 
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Goals  

• Reduce drownings 

• Increase PFD use 

• Create awareness of cold water 

incapacitation 
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Objectives 

• Implement water safety education in 

schools 

• Establish widespread marketing of PFD 

loaners/sales 

• Create consistent messaging 

• Saturate community with Swimsafe 

presence 



FORMATIVE EVALUATION 
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The Problem 

Lake Tapps 

• Reservoir fed by the White River = Brrrr! 

• Formerly used for hydroelectric power generation 

• 4.5 square miles and 45 miles of shoreline 

• Maximum depth of 89 feet / Mean depth of 25 feet 
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The Problem 

• Lake Tapps North Park 

– Pierce County 

– 80-acres 

– 10,000 feet of waterfront 

 

 

• Allan Yorke Park 

– City of Bonney Lake 

– 32-acres 

– 600-feet of waterfront 
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The Problem 

• At least one drowning/year 

• Have had three drownings/year 

• Glacial-fed water cause of most 

drownings 
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The Problem 

• Victims typically 

– are male between 15-24 years 

– are from out of the area or state 

– not wearing PFD 

– drown at North Park….. Until 
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June 21, 2012 

• Local teen 

drowns on last 

day of school 

• First documented 

drowning at Allan 

Yorke Park 
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Out of Tragedy… 

• October 26, 2012: Conducted first “Lake Tapps 

Educational Discussion” 

• Working group pooled expertise and networking 

on the topic of water safety education 
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Out of Tragedy… 

• Consistent messaging 

• Swimsafe = Education and prevention 

• Original Stakeholders 

 - Bonney Lake Police 

- East Pierce Fire & Rescue 

- Sumner School District 

- Dieringer School District 

 

 

- Cascade Water Alliance 

- Pierce County Parks  

- Sumner Bonney Lake 

Aquatics 
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A Community At Work… 

• Facilitate school assemblies to 7,000+ students 

in K – 8th grades 

• Facilitate peer-to-peer education at middle/junior 

high and high school levels 

• Media blitz: Radio, King 5, NW Cable News, 

Pierce County TV, Comcast On Demand, 

newspaper  
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A Community At Work… 

• Pre-sold/fitted 100+ PFDs 

• Outreach: April Pools Day, Summer Splash-

Tacular, community events 

• Political sponsors 
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Swimsafe Celebrates 

• ZERO drownings two consecutive years 

• School-based programs continue to grow 

• Incident Locator Program launched 

• Anticipated launch of Lake Tapps Water 

Temperature Buoy Project 



RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Rally YOUR Community 

• Seek out your community stakeholders 

– Police, fire, schools, political figures, aquatics center, 

parks, civic groups, student groups, etc. 

• Draw on the strengths of each partner (strong 

public presence, funding, expertise) 

• Unified effort = Stronger, farther reaching impact 

• The whole is greater than the sum of its parts 
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Resources 

• Lake Tapps Addressing Project 

– Designed to get emergency resources to the scene of a water 

related incident quickly and efficiently 

– Dock/shore signs help caller identify their location 

– 911 dispatcher verifies location and sends appropriate units 

– Units respond efficiently to verified location 
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Resources 

• Lake temperature buoys and display 

– BLPD and EPFR partnering with 

University of Washington and Sound 

Ocean Systems to create buoy and 

display 

– Buoys will transmit real-time lake water 

temperature to on-shore display 

– Display will include cold water 

incapacitation education component 

– Displays placed at each public park in 

highly visible locations 
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Resources 

• Stay On Top of the Water Curriculum: WA State 

Drowning Prevention Network 

• Teen Basic Swimming and Water Safety Class: 

Sumner Bonney Lake Aquatics Center 
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Resources 
• Cascade Water Alliance created/funded a water safety 

insert for local newspapers 
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Resources 

• PFD pre-order 

form distributed in 

schools prior to 

assemblies 


