Community Risk Reduction
Summary
Defining Community Risk Reduction (CRR) for the fire service in the U.S. begins with a simple realization that every firefighter already understands:

When fire breaks out, a quick response with qualified personnel can make the difference between life and death.  But if a building has burned for twenty minutes before the fire department is notified – then the response will be far less effective because most of the damage (including death or injury) would already have occurred before firefighters arrive.  And a fire that is prevented or a building that is protected by fire sprinklers will reduce the need for that emergency response.
Solutions to the fire problems our communities face demand an integrated approach that balances emergency response capabilities with other proactive measures that work together (integrate) to reduce risks.  If the U.S. is to be as successful as other industrialized nations in reducing risks and losses from fire, the fire service must embrace this integrated risk management approach at the operational level by applying CRR concepts.  
More information on CRR and a description of the process for developing CRR accompanies this summary.  The process often unfolds in a predictable sequence of: (1) identifying fire risks at the operational level (preferably by fire station response area); (2) prioritizing the risks to be addressed, and (3) coordinating elements of emergency response with preventive tactics that mitigate risks. 
Applying CRR does not mean that fires will not occur.  It does not mean that all risks may be mitigated by one mechanism or another.  It does not diminish the need for emergency response capabilities.
Applying CRR concepts affords U.S. fire service agencies the opportunity, through a systematic approach, to proactively manage the risks within their communities.

