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 Public Safety refers to the welfare and 
protection of the general public. It is usually 
expressed as a governmental responsibility. 
Most states have departments for public 
safety. The primary goal of the department is 
prevention and protection of the public from 
dangers affecting safety such as crimes or 
disasters.

source:uslegal.com



 Community Risk Reduction
 Partnerships
 Prevention
 Public Education
 Creativity



 Local, regional, state organizations
 Attend their trainings
 Presentation for and by them
 Vendor booths
 Internet search
 Personal relationships
 Share data findings



 Partners

 Juvenile Justice

 Mental Health

 Social Services

 Law Enforcement

 Parents

 Schools

 Others



 Consistently 

 7-15% of MN Fires

 35% juvenile arrests
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Orange represents 
cases that were found 
using a keyword 
narrative search.

Blue represents 
cases that were 
located by 
“playing with 
ignition source” 
or “age as a 
factor”
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Youth-Set Fires
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Male, 438, 83%

Female, 92, 17%

2011-2015 Youth Set Fire Gender
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1 or 2 family 
dwelling, 329, 

31%

Apartments, 
119, 11%

School 
Property, 70, 

7%

Outdoor, 410, 
39%

Other buildings, 
57, 6%

Garage / Shed / 
Outbuilding, 66, 

6%

2011 – 2015 Locations of Youth Set Fires



 Children die in fires 
that they start every 
year

 Without intervention 
36% will continue

 With intervention less 
than 3% will continue





 Curiosity
 Crisis
 Thrill Seeking
 Cultural 
 Delinquent
 Troubled
 Pyromania



Located between the 

parking ramp and the 

Children’s Museum…



 MEDIA

 Children 8-18 spend 7:38 
minutes a day 
consuming media.

 7:38 x 7 = 53 hours 25 min

 X356 days = 2,786 hours 
9 min

 25% of babies under 2-
years-old have a 
television in their 
bedroom.

 ADVERTIZING DRIVES
 MEDIA

 Television

 Music

 Computer

 Movies

 Video Games

 Print
Kaiser Family Foundation, 
Generation M2: Media in the 
lives of 8-18 years, Jan 2010



PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN SPIDERMAN



BUD LIGHT PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WztQ6IC5kQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WztQ6IC5kQ


“If you believe that Sesame 

Street taught your 4-year-old 

something, you better believe 

that MTV is teaching your 

fourteen-year-old something.”

~ Dr. David Walsh





 Often their first introduction to services
 Cry for help
 Suggestibility
 Impulse control
 Coping mechanism



 Autism – 1 in 68 MN kids born with it
 ADHD –Attention Deficit Disorder
 FASD – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
 ODD –Oppositional Defiant Disorder
 TBI –Traumatic Brain Injury
 Bi Polar
 Many more



 To charge or not to 
charge?

 Take child / parent 
information - email

 Call 651-201-7220



 Law Enforcement
 Investigators
 Social Services
 Schools
 Parents
 Mental Health
 Pediatricians
 Juvenile Justice



 Child & Family Questionnaire

 Determine the needs:

▪ Mental Health

▪ Social Services

▪ Understanding fire science

▪ Bullying, abuse, neglect

 Risk for re-offending





 Mental Health
 Residential 

Treatment Facilities
 Social Services
 Juvenile Justice
 Fire Education





 Be an ambassador for the fire service
 Understand fire and its consequences
 Make good decisions about fire
 Be aware of the fire problem in the USA
 Understand the importance of fire prevention
 Identify and correct common fire hazards
 Have a safe escape plan and practice it at 

home



 Rules & Laws
 Fire Statistics
 Fire Behavior
 Fire Prevention
 Burn Prevention
 Fire Safety
 Review & Test
 Evaluations, please







 Placement 
 Check Batteries
 Change Batteries
 Replace Smoke Alarms
 Types of Alarms

 Photoelectric

 Ionization

 Combination

 CO Combination







KEEP ESCAPE ROUTES CLEAR

 WINDOWS OPEN EASILY

 OBSTACLES

 ROOFS, BALCONIES, ESCAPE LADDERS

 SECURITY BARS













https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/public-education/youth-firesetting/Pages/for-fire-service.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/public-education/youth-firesetting/Pages/for-fire-service.aspx


 In their own words
 Four years after
 False alarm
 Making good 

choices
 Overview



Emergency Community Health and Outreach

Video available in 8 languages

Full curriculum in English



 Identify Firesetters

 Ask the tough questions

 Join YFIT

 There are teams throughout the state

 Is a child in your life overly interested in fire?

Call 1-800-500-8897



• POST – 12 Hours

• Certification available




