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Agenda

• The data

• The risks

• The resources
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• Economics

• Shared responsibilities

• Support for care         

of family members

4

Benefits
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• Multi-family living 

situations are on the rise

• Doubled since 1980

• Increases the fire-safety 

challenge
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Statistics
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Millennials
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• Multigenerational homes                                                      

may include: 

– older adults;

– very young children;

– people with disabilities.
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Snapshot
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• Fires
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Risks

• Falls
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• There are 360,000 home fires every year leading to 2,500 deaths. 

• Almost 13,000 fire injuries are reported each year.  

• Seven people die in home fires every day. 

• Three of five home fire deaths result from fires in homes with no 

smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 

• Smoke alarms should be replaced after 10 years. They don’t last 

forever.
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Risks: fire
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• Falls are the leading cause of non-fatal injuries treated in hospitals for 

most age groups.  

• More than 6 million adults 25 and older, and more than 1.5 million 

children younger than 10, are treated in emergency departments for 

fall injuries.  EVERY YEAR?

• Falls are the most common hazard leading to 

unintentional death for adults 65 and older.

• Many fall injuries are linked to stairs, ramps, 

landings or floors.
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Risks: falls
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• Make sure your home has working smoke alarms on every level, 

inside each sleeping room, and outside each separate sleeping area. 

Interconnect the alarms so when one sounds, they all sound. 

• Test alarms at least once a month by pressing each test button.

• Plan your home escape. Share the plan with family and guests. 

• Smoke alarms may not wake up children. Older adults                         

may not hear the alarm. Assign someone to help children,        older 

adults and people with disabilities escape.
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Key messages
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Key messages

• Ensure your home has bright lighting in stairways to prevent falls.

• Remove clutter to prevent falls and allow for a quick escape. 

• Install handrails along the full length of both sides of the stairs.

• The plan should include two ways out of every 

room, and an outside family meeting place.

• If there is a fire, get outside quickly and stay 

outside. Then call 9-1-1.



RESOURCES
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Bring Awareness

• Children under five and adults over 65 are vulnerable

BUT . . .

• The risk of non-fatal injury from fire is highest for those 

between 20 and 49

• Therefore, fire-safety education is essential for everyone

• Additional risk factors: race; socio-economic status; 

education; location 
15

Who’s at risk?
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Community Toolkit

• Use the following resources from 

the NFPA and the U.S. 

Consumer Product Safety 

Commission to reach out to 

multigenerational families living 

together in your community.
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Program Components

• Lesson plan – 10-minute lesson plan (PDF) for adults 

living in a home with residents representing at least three 

generations.

• Fire safety for multigenerational families living together 

safety tip sheet. (PDF)

• Fast facts (PDF) about fires and falls in the home.
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Talking about fire safety for multigenerational families 

living together

https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalMiniLesson.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalBrochure.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalFacts.ashx?la=en
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Customizable Media Resources

• Fill-in the blank news release: (TOWN/CITY) Fire 

Department Encourages Multigenerational Households to 

Practice Fire Safety (docx)

• Fill-in-the-blank Op/Ed: Multigenerational housing (docx)

• Fill-in-the-blank letters to the editor 

– Multigenerational households becoming more common (docx)

– Response to local multigenerational living fire incident (docx)
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https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalPressRelease.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalOpEd.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalLetterToEditor.ashx?la=en
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/Multigenerational-kit/MultigenerationalLetterToEditorResponseToTragedy.ashx?la=en
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Infographics
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10 minute lesson plan
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Fire safety tips

Smoke Alarms are Important

Practice your Fire Drill 

Get Outside and Stay Outside 
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Media tools

• Campaign / outreach initiatives

– Fill-in-the-blank news release

– Fill-in-the-blank op-ed

– Fill-in-the-blank letter to editor

1. Multigenerational households 

becoming more common

2. Response to local multigenerational                                                                   

living fire incident

http://www.nfpa.org/~/media/files/public-education/resources/community-tool-kits/multigenerational-kit/multigenerationallettertoeditor.docx?la=en
http://www.nfpa.org/~/media/files/public-education/resources/community-tool-kits/multigenerational-kit/multigenerationallettertoeditorresponsetotragedy.docx?la=en
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www.firepreventionweek.org
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Teach fire safety
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• Elementary lesson plan - English and Spanish

• Escape grid – English and Spanish

• Adult lessons

• Middle-school lesson

• Coloring sheet with word search

• Kid-free zone activity
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Middle-school lesson
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• Recognize that cooking is the 

No. 1 cause for residential home 

fires

• Identify fire safety risks in the 

kitchen around food preparation

• Determine which foods and 

snacks are less risky to prepare

• Brainstorm safe snacks
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Videos, games, and apps

• Videos for public education, and kids

• Free games and apps by age, reading level and device

• More about fire safety:

www.nfpa.org

www.sparky.org

www.sparkyschoolhouse.org
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http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.sparky.org/
http://www.sparkyschoolhouse.org/
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Tools for high-risk populations
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• Older adults

• Rural fire safety

• People with disabilities

• Urban fire and life safety
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Safety Tip Sheets
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Safety tip sheets
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• Customize for your audience

• Multiple languages and easy to read



®

Thank you!


