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Authorit

ATF’s basic investigative jurisdiction in arson is
delineated in 18 United States Code, Chapter
40, Section 844 (Title XI of the Organized
Crime Control Act of 1970, as amended by the
Anti-Arson Act of 1982); Section 846 and 26
United States Code, Chapter 53 (Title Il of the
Gun Control Act of 1968, as amended).
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Organized Crime Control Act of 1970 - (aka

Explosive Control Act of 1970)

Established Penalties for the misuse of
explosives and outlined regulations for the
manufacture, importation, sale and storage of

explosives




Anti Arson Act of 1982

Amended the explosives laws,
specifically criminalizing the use of fire
to commit any federal felony. The Act
made it unlawful to damage or destroy,
by fire, any property used in activities
affecting interstate or foreign
commerce.




The Federal Statutes

18 USC 844(i)
Whoever maliciously damages or destroys, or
attempts to damage or destroy, by means of
fire or an explosive, any building, vehicle, or
other real or personal property used in
interstate or foreign commerce shall be
a.Imprisoned for 5-20 years
b.Imprisoned for 7-40 years

c. Life in prison or death penalty




More Related Statutes

Title 18 USC 1001 [False Statements  Up to 5 years

Title 18 USC 1341 Mail Fraud Up toe 20 years
Title 18 USC 1343 Wire Fraud Up. ter 20 years
Title' 18 USC 1344 Bank Eraud Up to 30 years
Title 18 USC 1956 Money: Laundering Up to 20 years

Title 26 USC 7201 Tlax Evasion Up to 5 years



National Firearms Act

Laws Passed by Congress in 1934 due to
increased violence perpetrated by
organized crime throughout the U.S.

Govern the possession and manufacture of
machine guns, short barreled weapons,
destructive devices, and “any other
weapons” —e.g. MOLOTOV COCKTAILS

They must be “registered” with ATF




Possession of Unregistered NFA Firearm

It is lllegal to Make, Possess, Transfer, or
Receive an Unregistered NFA Firearm

Felony — Up to Five Years

Mandatory Minimum Sentence of 30 Years in Federal
Prison if Destructive Device Possessed in Furtherance of
Drug Trafficking or Crime of Violence 18 USC 924(c)




FFocus or ATF Arson Investigations

« Complex Arson Fraud
= Houses of Worship

« Serial Arsonists 96 die in concert hall fire

- F| re F 3 t 3 I Itl es | Rhodelsand clb engulfed in nnnutgs as fmeworks g0 wrong

A SATURDAV FEBRUARY 22,2003

By Mike Dorning
and Jill Zuckman
Tribune staff reporters

» Domestic Terrorism

otechnic sparkiers to open

ir show before a crowd ol
more than 350 fans. Moment
later, flames leapt from the
soundproofing




Arson and Explosives
Resources

ATF resources in arson and explosives
enforcement andl investigations include: &

s Certified Fire Investigators

= Arson Task Forces

= Natienal'Response Team

= [nternational Response lieam

s Forensic Accountants

s Explosive Enforcement Officers

s Accelerant and Explosives
Detection Canine Teams




Arson and Explosives
Investigative Resources
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« National Laboratory C

= FIre Protection ENgINEErs

= Forensic Science Laboratory.
- Washington




ARSON TRAINING
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“CFI PROGRAM

training program during which special agent candidate

num of 100 structural fire scenes
eeks ATF class room and live burn training

g & minimum requirements
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FIRE RESEARCH LABORATORY (ATF - FRL)
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Live Burns — Collaborative Efforts
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ATF Arson Forensic Laboratories
Atlanta(GA),Ammendale(MD) & Walnut Creek (CA)

nes Is examined to identify

lingendiaries, and
aned mponents.
3 dentification of an
.. accelerant proyides evidence that the
i crime of arsom S committed.
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was just a suggestion!
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POLICE
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IRT Team
3 NRT Teams
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NRT TEAM COMPOSITIONS
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More resources for investic
angd Proesecutorial efifiorts

Depositions not required, verbal
statements to agents just as
acceptable

Grand jury is used as
investigative tool — and the
subpoenas are enforced!!!




