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Reducing Risk from Wildfire

An introduction to NPFA’s Wildfire Division and Firewise USA®

program

October 23, 2018 | Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan | Program Coordinator



NFPA.ORG 

© National Fire Protection Association. All rights reserved.

• Former WA DNR 

firefighter

• Advocate for 

collaborative 

approaches
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Who am I?



NFPA.ORG |  © National Fire Protection Association.  All rights reserved.

About NFPA’s Wildfire Division

We provide resources to 

residents and key 

influencers to help ensure 

that everyone living at a risk 

from wildfire has the 

information, knowledge, and 

tools to reduce their risk.
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Agenda

1. Community 

Engagement Programs

2. Training and 

Certification

3. Resources and Tools
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS
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• Individual responsibility

• Encourages neighbors to 

work together

• Voluntary participation

• A means to decrease risk for 

residents and first 

responders
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Participation
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• Active in 42 

states

• Over 1500 

participating sites

• Increased growth 

in areas recently 

affected by 

wildfire
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Washington State Participation
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• 153 sites 

• One of the original 

12 pilot sites – River 

Bluff Ranch
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Benefits – Why Participate?

Framework for action

Learn about wildfire

Get peace of mind

Community-building

Build citizen pride

Access to funding and assistance

USAA discounts in certain states
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Members of Cascadel Woods Fire Brigade 

at April 15 work day - Carol Eggink
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Steps to Achieving National Recognition
• Obtain a wildfire risk assessment

• Form a board/committee comprised of residents and other wildfire 

stakeholders

• Develop a multi-year action plan based on the site’s risk reduction 

priorities

• Host a minimum of one wildfire risk reduction educational outreach 

even, or related activity

• Meet the minimum wildfire risk reduction investment

• Create a Firewise USA® Portal account and submit an application to 

your state Firewise USA liaison
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Firewise USA® Website
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• Steps and 

resources to assist 

new and returning 

sites

• Access Firewise 

USA® program 

management portal
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Framework for Washington
Washington State Department of Natural Resources

• Western Washington

Andy Tate, Firewise Coordinator, 360-902-1300.

• Northeast Region (Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, 

Spokane counties, and the north portion of Lincoln County) Myron 

Boles, Program Manager, 509-685-2716, Myron.boles@dnr.wa.gov

• Southeast Region (Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, Grant, Lincoln, Adams, 

Whitman, Yakima, Klickitat, eastern portion of Skamania, Benton, 

Franklin, Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield, and Asotin counties)

Scott Chambers, Program Manager, 509-925-0929, 

scott.chambers@dnr.wa.gov
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www.wildfireprepday.org
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Wildfire Community Preparedness Day

http://www.wildfireprepday.org/
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• Lesson plans and tips for 

teaching youth about wildfire

• Tips for evacuating 

household pets and horses

• Wildfire virtual fieldtrips

• Wildfire risk reduction 

community service projects
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TRAINING AND CERTFICATION
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• Two-day classroom 

training

• Focus on fire science, 

communicating risk to 

residents

• Based on research from 

USDA Forest Service, 

IBHS, NIST
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Assessing Structure Ignition Potential from 

Wildfire

Pat Durland instructing at a course in 

Bangor, ME
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• Based on NFPA 1051

• Developed with advisory group

• Involves exam and practicum

• Aimed at fire service, forestry 

agencies, insurance 

professionals, others
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Certified Wildfire 

Mitigation Specialist



TOOLS AND RESOURCES



NFPA.ORG |  © National Fire Protection Association.  All rights reserved.

Preparing Homes for 

Wildfire
• The primary threats to 

home from a wildfire

• What is the home 

ignition zone?

• Steps to take to reduce 

ignition potential

Access to English and 

Spanish materials
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Wildfire Research Fact Sheets
Collaborative effort with the Insurance 

Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS)
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Topics:

• Attics and crawl 

space vents

• Coatings

• Decks

• Exterior sprinkler 

systems

• Fencing

• Fire spread on 

ember ignited 

decks

• Roofing materials

• Skylight

• Under-eave 

construction
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eLearning
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Research You Can Use
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• Wildland-Urban Interface reports

• Review of regulatory and planning 

tools

• Firefighter fatality reports
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Social Media
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Virtual workshop series
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• Free hour-long 

presentations

• Connect with leading 

researchers and 

practitioners

• Topics: Insurance, 

risk reduction tips, 

success stories, 

“urban legends”.
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-

topic/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-

opportunities/Virtual-Workshop-Series
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Wildfire Preparedness tips

• Additional resources 

and tip sheets

• Steps to take before, 

during, and after a 

wildfire
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https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Wildfire/Wildfire-

safety-tips

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Wildfire/Wildfire-safety-tips
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YouTube channel
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International Outreach 

and Partnerships
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• Connecting with 

organizations and 

agencies around the world

• Exchange of resources 

and data
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Firebreak E-Newsletter 

www.nfpa.org/firebreaksubscribe
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• The latest research and 

reports

• New educational resources

• International news and 

partners

http://www.nfpa.org/firebreaksubscribe


®

Questions???

Contact information:

Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan

m.fitzgerald-McGowan@nfpa.org

720-456-7423

mailto:m.fitzgerald-McGowan@nfpa.org


®

THANK YOU


